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SUNDAY SERVICES  
Weekly Services are detailed below.    
   
EVERYONE IS INVITED TO JOIN US FOR OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP. Coffee and 
tea are served after our 10am Sunday service. IF YOU ARE NEW TO OUR 
CHURCH please introduce yourself to Philippa Walker or Alyson Brinsley, our 
Church Wardens. 
 
If you are new to our Church Family and wish to join the Electoral Roll 
(another way of belonging) then please take one of the forms from the 
notice board at the back of the Church and give it to someone in Church or put 
it through my letterbox.  Thank you!  Christine Buffrey, 1 Portwey Close, DT4 
8RF  
  

GENERAL INFORMATION: For any general information please contact the 
Parish Office on enquiries@holytrinityweymouth.org or telephone 
07554709236.  
  

FOR ALL MATTERS RELATING to Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals, Confirmation 
and matters of pastoral care for the sick and dying as well as home visits, home 
communions and the Ministry of Reconciliation (Confession), please telephone 
the church on 01305 562766 or 07729 505924  
Email: enquiries@holytrinityweymouth.org  

  

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT is perpetually reserved for the sick and infirm.  
Holy Trinity Website: www.holytrinityweymouth.org  

General enquiries: enquiries@holytrinityweymouth.org   
  

Vicar:    Vacancy              
HT Churchwardens:          Philippa Walker 07928 488993  
    Alyson Brinsley 07960 934141 

    alyson@holytrinityweymouth.org  

PCC Secretary:            Angela Kerigan Email angelakerigan@gmail.com   

Electoral Roll:            Christine Buffrey 01305 778765  

Safeguarding Officer:  Krys Fursman 07916 097606  
emmaaleks04@gmail.com  

Sunday pew sheet: To be sent to Philippa Walker on 
philippa@holytrinityweymouth.org Wednesday 12 noon each week  

mailto:enquiries@holytrinityweymouth.org
mailto:enquiries@holytrinityweymouth.org
http://www.holytrinityweymouth.org/
mailto:enquiries@holytrinityweymouth.org
mailto:alyson@holytrinityweymouth.org
mailto:angelakerigan@gmail.com
mailto:emmaaleks04@gmail.com
mailto:philippa@holytrinityweymouth.org
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Services at Holy Trinity  
 

Sundays 

8 a.m. Said Eucharist 

10 a.m. Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 2nd November 

6.30 p.m. Open Table service  

Sunday 9th November 

Remembrance Sunday service 

Sunday 23rd November 

2 p.m. Licensing service for Rev. John McKenzie 

 

 

Wednesdays 

Midweek Eucharist or Morning Prayer at 10.00 

 

The church is open at 8 a.m. most days for a morning prayer. 
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October News 
 

The big event in October was the unanimous election of Alyson to 
the vacant churchwarden post, along with Rosie to the PCC. I’m sure 
we all wish them both the very best in their roles. 

Forthcoming events include the Remembrance Sunday service on the 
9th of this month and a chance to share a celebration with our 
neighbouring parish of All Saints in Wyke Regis when their rector, 
Rev. John McKenzie, is licensed in his new role overseeing both 
parishes on 23rd November. The service will include a coming 
together of both church choirs and promises to be a tremendous 
occasion. 

Following hot on the heels of this, of course, is Advent and the 
Christmas Tree festival, which will run from 6th – 13th December. It 
isn’t too late to sign up for a tree to represent a local charity or 
business – letters with the details are available on the desk by the 
door. 
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The Church Army 

Liz Smith 
In an article in the previous issue I confused the Church Army with the 
Jesus Army – two very different organisations! Many apologies and 
thanks to Liz for providing this clarification on the work of the Church 
Army – Clare.) 

When I read Clare’s article last month, about a Church Army officer 
here in Weymouth, I found lots of memories being triggered- of 
people and of places where I had experienced the Church Army. This 
is an Anglican organisation which was started 150 years ago by 
Wilson Carlyle, whose vision was simple, but radical: to empower 
ordinary men and women, often from less privileged backgrounds to 
share the good news of Jesus in word and deed - especially with 
those the church struggled to reach. 
 
They are still working today, pioneering in prisons, on estates, 
alongside those facing addiction, in places of great need. Here 
Church Army officers are being the light and presence of Jesus. This 
autumn, there are new officers in training working in some of our 
most challenging situations. 
 
When I was a curate in Lowestoft, I visited a Church Army care home 
every fortnight, speaking at a service there, as happens at Anning 
House. I knew people who worked in Parishes alongside people, 
listening and caring for those in need. They never pushed themselves 
forward but helped and told people about God’s love for them. 
 
The Jesus Army was started in 1969, and is considered to be a cult- as 
people were physically and emotionally abused. It was this group 
that the TV series reported on recently. 
 
It would be good to know if others have had experience of the 
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Church Army as many have worshipped in other communities 
throughout the country. 
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Days of Yore  

Clare Page 

 

September 1976, and people are now so desperate for the drought 

to end that the vicar is frequently asked how to formulate a prayer 

for rain!  

Some familiar faces are moving on – Rev. John Cook, who helped the 

parish through a period of interregnum, is moving to Felixstowe and 

will be much missed by the Youth Fellowships and the elderly and 

sick, whom he visited frequently. Choir member Brian Woodford is 

off to Bath with his family and PCC secretary John Chitson is heading 

in the same direction – but separately!  

Archdeacon Sharp continues to improve after his open heart surgery 

and the new Weymouth Lifeboat ‘Tony Vandervell’ will be named 

and dedicated in a service at Hope Cove. 

It is hoped that a new rota can be drawn up for the house study 

groups, a joint venture with lay people from Hope UR church. I 

wonder how long this interesting scheme was in operation? Their 

first topic of discussion is the then Archbishop of Canterbury’s ‘Call 

to the Nation’ speech. Fascinating to try and imagine what was said. 

Young people are able to sign up for a diocesan residential weekend 

at the Braeside Residential Centre, Devizes, for the first weekend of 

November. £3 per person for anyone between the ages of 14 and 17. 

Did anybody still in the congregation go to this, or any similar 

occasion? I would love to hear about it. 
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Thomas More 

By Philippa Walker 
 

More was an English lawyer, scholar, writer, member of parliament 

and chancellor in the reign of Henry VIII. He was executed for refusing 

to recognise Henry VIII's divorce and the English church's break with 

Rome. 

 

Thomas More was born on 7 February 1478 in London, the son of a 

successful lawyer. As a boy, More spent some time in the household 

of John Morton, Archbishop of Canterbury. He later studied at 

Oxford and qualified as a lawyer, although he did contemplate 

becoming a monk. From 1510 to 1518 he was one of the two under-

sheriffs of London and in 1517 entered the king's service, becoming 

one of Henry VIII's most effective and trusted civil servants and 

acting as his secretary, interpreter, speechwriter, chief diplomat, 

advisor and confidant. In 1521 he was knighted, in 1523, he became 
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the speaker of the House of Commons and in 1525 chancellor of the 

Duchy of Lancaster. 

At the same time More was building a reputation as a scholar. He 

was close to the radical catholic theologian Erasmus but wrote 

polemics against Martin Luther and the protestant reformation. 

Around 1515, he wrote 'The History of Richard III' which established 

that king's reputation as a tyrant and has been described as the first 

masterpiece of English historiography. In 1516, he published his most 

important work 'Utopia' - a description of an imaginary republic 

ruled by reason and intended to contrast with the strife-ridden 

reality of contemporary European politics. More remained a 

passionate defender of Catholic orthodoxy - writing pamphlets 

against heresy, banning unorthodox books, and even taking 

responsibility when chancellor for the interrogation of heretics. 

More took the post of lord chancellor in 1529, just as Henry had 

become determined to obtain a divorce from Catherine of Aragon. 

The previous chancellor, Lord Wolsey, had failed to achieve this 

objective. Henry was close to breaking with the Church of Rome, and 

the so-called 'Reformation parliament' was about to convene. 

When Henry declared himself 'supreme head of the Church in 

England' - thus establishing the Anglican Church and allowing him to 

end his marriage - More resigned the chancellorship. He continued 

to argue against the king's divorce and the split with Rome, and in 

1534 was arrested after refusing to swear an oath of succession 

repudiating the pope and accepting the annulment of Henry's 
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marriage. He was tried for treason at Westminster and on 6 July 

1535 was executed on Tower Hill. 

More was a strong believer in the education of women.  He had four 

daughters of his own and also became guardian of two young girls.  

He insisted on giving them the same classical education as his son 

which was very unusual for the time.   

More was also described by Erasmus who was a close friend ‘Did 

nature ever invent anything kinder, sweeter or more harmonious 

than the character of Thomas More?’  

Thomas was beatified by Pope Leo XIII together with John Fisher on 

29th December 1886.  He was canonised by Pius XI on Friday 19th 

May 1935 for his martyrdom. 

In 1980 the Church of England added Fisher and More to their 

Calendar of Saints and Heroes of the Christian Church. 
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Eric Ricketts Exhibition 
Geoff Pritchard 

In September following the generous gift by his daughters of 

paintings by Eric Ricketts, Weymouth Museum staged an exhibition 

of his work in Holy Trinity Church for 5 days. This attracted an 

attendance of over 400 people. 

Eric was a professional architect, historian and artist who also served 

as organist and Lay Reader at St Ann’s Church Radipole. 

I got to know him in about 1970 when I was a young local 

government officer at County Hall. I was tasked with collating 

information from him on the buildings owned by Dorset County 

Council for inclusion in the Dorset edition of Pevsner’s Buildings of 

England. 

Then in 1976 appeared the first of four volumes of his book on the 
Buildings of Weymouth and Portland. It went on sale at the end of 
November 1976 at the Weymouth Bookshop in St Thomas Street and 
became the best seller of the year! These books contained splendid 
descriptions of the buildings which encouraged the reader to look 
anew at these.  The descriptions were accompanied by superb 
drawings. 

Some of his drawings contained touches of humour. For instance, in 
one showing a civic procession leaving the Guildhall on its way to a 
Civic Service at St Mary’s Church one can spot a lad standing on the 
street corner aiming a catapult at the civic party! 

One of his paintings shows the splendid Red Warehouse on the 
corner of Custom House Quay and St Mary Street, demolished 
unnecessarily in 1958. Another drawing which is now on permanent 
loan to the Museum from Holy Trinity School represents Chapelhay 
and North Quay between 1870 and 1887. This was shown for the 
first time for many years at the exhibition and attracted a great deal 
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of interest. It is hoped to stage this exhibition again some time in the 
future. 

When Eric retired, he became a leader of architecture walks around 
Weymouth. I went on a couple which were highly informative. I 
remember on when about twenty of us walked down Nothe Parade. 
We stopped outside one house and Eric rang the bell. A lady opened 
the door and was delighted to see him. We processed up the stairs 
into the first-floor lounge where Eric pointed out the architectural 
features of the buildings on Custom House Quay on the opposite side 
of the harbour. 

We then made our way out and the lady said how pleased she was to 
see him and the party and said, “Do come again – we’re always 
pleased to see you.”  

That sums up Eric – charming, courteous, knowledgeable and a 
person I and many others were pleased to have known. 
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Visiting Iona 
Liz Smith 

 

 
 

Iona is a small island- where St Columba landed in 563, having 
responded to the call of God to leave his beloved Ireland, to start a 
monastery and spread the Good News of God’s Kingdom among the 
Picts in what we now call Scotland. 
 
I joined a group from Warminster who set out on 26th September to 
visit this beautiful island, which is described as a thin place, where 
God is very close. There were 39 of us, mainly from Christchurch 
Warminster, but with a few additional folk. We spent the first night 
at Gretna Green and then travelled via Loch Lomond to Oban. Then it 
was ferry to Craignure on Mull, another hour on the coach to 
Fionnphort where we left the coach and walked onto the ferry to 
Iona. That journey was only 10 minutes, and we were met by the 
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Iona taxi and other vehicles as we made our way to our 
accommodation. Most people were staying at the Bishop’s House, 
which belongs to the Scottish Episcopal Church. Some were staying 
at the Argyll Hotel. I was with a group of 7 at the Catholic House of 
Prayer. 
 
Our group was led by Lorraine Dobbins, who was once a vicar at St 
Francis in Littlemoor. She had prepared Compline, Morning prayer 
and a booklet for us to read and comment on the scriptures. I led the 
worship at the Catholic House of Prayer. We also were able to attend 
worship in the Abbey at night, and on Sunday morning. There was a 
group from Switzerland staying in the Abbey- Iona is known as a 
place of pilgrimage throughout the world.  
 

 
 
There were various activities- early morning swims for some, a visit 
to Staffa, also known as Fingal’s Cave, a trip to Tobermory on Mull, 
and a Pilgrimage round the Island. During the pilgrimage we learnt 
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more about the life of St Columba, and when we arrived at St 
Columba’s Bay, where he landed, we were invited to choose 2 
stones- one for something we wanted to let go of (we then threw 
that into the sea) and the other to bring home, as we think about 
new ways to follow Jesus. 
 
At church we sometimes sing hymns by John Bell, who has been very 
instrumental in starting the Iona Community, which is a group of 
people committed to caring for this beautiful island, and to being 
with people in difficult situations. He spoke while we were there 
about the hidden humour in the Bible. He is an excellent speaker, 
and I learnt a lot about the subject- and the question he asked about 
Jesus laughing with his disciples. It helped me to see Jesus as more 
human than I had previously imagined. 
 
Iona has a population of 150. There is a primary School with 9 pupils, 
and the secondary school is at Oban, so the students have to live in a 
hostel during the week. 
The lady who looked after us at the Catholic House of Prayer was a 
first responder, and we saw an ambulance take someone to hospital 
in Glasgow.  
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There is a lot more that I could say - it was a good week. On the way 
back we spent an hour at the Museum in Gretna Green, which gave 
information about the links with marriages. There are still 3500 
weddings held there every year. As we arrived back in Warminster 
there were some coughs and snuffles on the coach - and we had 
managed to pick up Covid somehow - with 19 of the the 39 
succumbing over the next week. 
 
Iona is a beautiful place of pilgrimage, and I was glad to have been 
able to go again. It is a long way, but I have returned with fresh 
enthusiasm for prayer- surely a significant result from a time of 
retreat in such a beautiful place. 
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Holy Trinity and our Choral Tradition 
 
Philippa Walker 
 

A Year in the life of Holy Trinity Church - Weymouth 

1936 
 

 

This was Holy Trinity Church’s Centenary year, with a full Centenary 

Week of celebration taking place in June. 

 

A memorial service to King George took place on 28th January John 

Goss’s anthem ‘If we believe’ was sung at the service. 

 

 

John Goss (27 December 1800 – 10 May 1880) 

 

The opening of the Parish Centenary Year was celebrated by an 

organ recital on February 5th by the Assistant Organist of Salisbury 

Cathedral. 
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In May 1936, a Russian Church Choir gave two recitals in Church, 

which were very well received. 

 

In June the Magazine was presented as the Parish 

Centenary Number and Festival Programme.  A full 

programme of ‘lovely music’ was advertised 

including anthems by Elvey, Ouseley, Redford and 

Martin Shaw.  Dr Sydney Nicholson, founder of the 

Royal School of Church Music came down on 13th 

June to conduct.  The service was arranged by the 

South Dorset Church Choir.  Choirs taking place were Wyke Regis, 

Stratton, St John’s Portland, Abbotsbury, Winfrith, Winterbourne, 

Kingston, Litton Cheney and Beaminster. 

 

A clerical visitor from another diocese commented on the singing of 

Holy Trinity Choir at the Festival as being ‘Better than our Cathedral’. 
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An Offering Far Too Small 

In honour of our recent ‘Giving Sunday’ Geoff Pritchard sent me this 

poem, first printed in the Llandaff Cathedral magazine and 

reproduced by kind permission of its author, Victor Steele 
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Thoughts and Prayers for November 2025 

Christine Buffrey 

When I was a child, we had an old army hut in our lane, our Mission Church.  
It leaked and was bitterly cold in winter and unbearably hot in summer, but 
it was a very special place.  I went to Sunday School there, and our 
Superintendent was a lovely man called Mr Hubble; I always thought he 
should have been Mr Humble, as that is what he was; a true man of God.   
We sang this hymn, amongst many other songs and choruses: 
 
Jesus loves me this I know; for the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to him belong; we are weak but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me; yes, Jesus loves me; 
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 
 
There were regular Sunday Services in our Mission Church, and when I was 
about ten, I used to go every week to Evensong, where we sang the whole 
Service with enthusiasm if not accuracy, accompanied by a competent 
organist on an ancient pedal organ.  I knew most of the Psalms from that 
early age and the words are never far from my thoughts and prayers. 
 
As a teenager, a group of us went to the Parish Church Youth Fellowship, 
after Evensong, where we sang lots of choruses, had parts of the Bible 
explained, did quizzes and games, drank tea and had lots of fun!  Here are 
two of the many choruses we sang: 
 
I’m H-A-P-P-Y, I’m H-A-P-P-Y, I know I am, I’m sure I am, I’m H-A-P-P-Y. 
I’m L-O-V-E-D, I’m L-O-V-E-D, I know I am, I’m sure I am, I’m L-O-V-E-D. 
I’m S-A-V-E-D, I’m S-A-V-E-D, I know I am, I’m sure I am, I’m S-A-V-E-D. 
I’m happy, loved and saved, I’m happy, loved and saved,  
I know I am, I’m sure I am, I’m happy, loved and saved, 
By J-E-S-U-S, by J-E-S-U-S, I know I am, I’m sure I am, by J-E-S-U-S,  
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Trust and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to trust 
and obey. 
 
Our little, old and well-loved Mission Church was demolished (before it 
collapsed) in 1963/64 and a lovely new daughter Church and Curate’s 
House were built.  Sadly, there are no pictures in the Church archives of that 
special, old building – but then we didn’t take many photos back then! 
 
My childhood and teenage years in Church (whether in a grand building or 
not) were very happy and special and they have always been part of my life 
– ingrained, I think, just there! 
 
I think in older age, the simplicity of those days of knowing God loves us, is 
the greatest comfort we can know, and always will be; definitely, the best 
thing BEFORE sliced bread! 
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Coming Soon……. 

Holy Trinity 2nd Annual Christmas Tree Festival 

6th - 14th December 

Holy Trinity will be lit up by Christmas Trees to the 
delight of children and adults alike! 

Coffee, tea & cake will be available 

Competition to find favourite tree! 

If you would like to advertise your business or charity 
and put up a tree, please contact 
Alyson@holytrinityweymouth.org 

 

 

 

Magazine Editor:  Clare Page  

Contributions to the December magazine will be gratefully 

received.  Please let me have articles or ideas by 

November 15th
 

Email:  clare.page@outlook.com 
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